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Is this the job for me?
Take this quick quiz to find out if pharmacy 

technician is a good direction for you:

Are you interested in working 
with medications?

YES      NO 

Are you detail-oriented and very
exact in your work?

YES      NO 

Are you good with people?
YES      NO 

Do you mind repeating the same
tasks over and over again?

YES      NO 

Do you enjoy math and science?
YES      NO 

Can you handle stressful situations?
YES      NO 

Do you want to get into a career in
one to two years?

YES      NO 

If you answered yes to several of these 

questions, you may be on the right track!

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN

What’s it all about?

Pharmacy technicians help pharmacists prepare and fill prescriptions,

and provide information and other health care products to patients.

Due to the nature of their job, pharmacy technicians must be very 

exact and careful in their work. Pharmacy technicians work under the 

supervision of a licensed pharmacist, and are often employed in drug 

stores, hospitals, clinics and drug companies.

What do pharmacy technicians do?

The responsibilities of a pharmacy technician differ depending 

on where they work. For example, in a drug store, a pharmacy 

technician may operate a cash register, while in a hospital, they may 

deliver medication to patients’ rooms. The following list outlines the 

common duties of a pharmacy technician:

to containers.

How much money can I make? 

In Alaska, pharmacy technicians earn an average hourly wage of 

$16.23, and have an average annual salary of $33,760.

How do I become a pharmacy technician? How long 

does it take?

To become a pharmacy technician, you must:
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Employers often prefer applicants who have completed formal 

training. Formal pharmacy technician programs offer either 

certificates or associate’s degrees. Certificates usually take one year 

of full-time study, and associate’s degrees typically take two years.

While not required, pharmacy technicians may also earn national 

certification by taking an exam.

Learn more about pharmacy technician programs in Alaska by 

reviewing the “training providers” section later in this publication.

Attention high school students! 
Think you want to become a pharmacy technician? Well, the time 

to start planning is now. In general, you should take four years of 

English, three years of math, three years of social studies, two years 

of science and possibly two years of a second language. Other 

recommended classes and electives include:

You should also discuss your plans with a teacher, counselor or 

parent, and check to see what work-based learning opportunities,

such as field trips, job shadowing and internships, are available in 

your community.

Are there jobs available? 
There are currently about 17 job openings a year for pharmacy 

technicians in Alaska, and this occupation is expected to continue 

Where are the jobs?
Pharmacy technicians work 

wherever pharmacists are 

employed. About half of all 

pharmacy technicians work 

in retail drug stores, while 

others work in hospitals,

clinics, nursing homes and 

research laboratories.

What else is on this 
pathway?
Want to learn about other 

possible opportunities in the 

clinical services career pathway? 

Be sure to read about medical 

assistants and pharmacists – other 

clinical services “hot jobs” in Alaska!
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