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Physically challenging

Dangerous
Why work on a Opportunities to see other parts of
fishing boat? Alaska

Work as part of a team

Can earn a lot of money when fishing is
good




Jobs on a Fishing Vessel

o Jack of All Trades
ishing Vessel
Captain o
| Every crewmember onboard a small fishing

vessel serves as a “deckhand” in the general

I I |
Deck harvesting and operation of the vessel.
Engineer/Deckhand Cook/Deckhand
Boss/Deckhand .
Some deckhands are also responsible for

certain departments such as the engine room,

Deckhand J galley, and the deck.
Greenhorn




Valuable Skills for an Entry Level
Deckhand

Knowledge of
Knowledge of first marine electronics
aid and CPR e Radio, radar, fish
finder

Navigation ability

Skills & inclination Capable of cooking
Diesel engine for boat and purchasing
experience maintenance and groceries &
cleaning supplies

These are not required skills but can give you a better chance at the job!




Valuable Skills for an Entry Level
Cook/Deckhand

Have the skills and
: Able to plan S
Capable of cooking enus for inclination for boat

meals and snacks . maintenance &
extended trips :
cleaning

Able to purchase Able to fish on
groceries and deck when not
cleaning supplies cooking

These are not required skills but can give you a better chance at the job!




Basic Skills & Responsibilities of a Deck
Boss

Proficient in The Deck Boss:

Has deckhand o Supervises the deckhand crew.
experience

equipment

maintenance o Is responsible for the smooth and safe running

of the harvesting operation.
o Ensures equipment is available and in good
Able to condition.

! Strong
supervise and o
. communication
direct others

Skilled in
navigation




Mechanically Inclined

Has had Diesel Mechanic and Welding

Training
Basic Skills of an Able to work with Hydraulics and Engine
Engineer/Deckhand Systems

Strong Troubleshooting Ability

Capable of Completing Routine Vessel
Maintenance




Captain

An experienced Deck Boss may advance
to Captain.

These individuals:

e Have strong navigation abilities
e They are able to locate fish and know the area

e Have a Master or Mate’s license from a maritime
school — like AVTEC

e Are able to lead and inspire confidence in a crew

e Understand the rules and regulations of the
industry




Big Money Versus Reality

Most of what you hear about big money fishing in Alaska is untrue.

The majority of boat owners have mortgage payments and overhead costs.

These overhead costs may include fuel, ice, bait, groceries, equipment, and supplies.

A 4

Deckhands are generally paid in one of these ways:

Percentage of ex-vessel price Percentage of case rate Fixed percentage




Fishing Vessel Operations in Alaska

Purse . At-Sea
. Gillnetter
Seiner Processor

Dive
Fisheries




Purse Seiner

Crew Size: 4to 6

Vessel Size: Limited to 58’ in
length

Seasons:
o Salmon

o Whole for canned and frozen

o Herring

o Roe and bait

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute



Gillnetter

L Crew Size: 2

il
‘ Vessel Size: 30" to 40’ long
Ul 20 Seasons:

o Salmon frozen and canned

o Sockeye
o Chum
o Coho Salmon

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute



lllustration courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute

At-Sea
Processor

Deck Crew Size: 5to 8

o Individuals work their way up to deck
crew from processing below deck.

Vessel Size: Limited to 600’ in length

Seasons:
o Midwater species

o Pollock
o Fillets and Surimi
o Shrimp
o Flounder
o Fresh/frozen market




Longliner

Crew Size: 4to 6

Vessel Size: 30’ to 100’ in length

Seasons:
o Halibut
o Black cod
o Ling cod
o Rockfish
o Gray cod

For fresh and frozen markets

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute




Troller

Crew Size: 2

Vessel Size: Up to 50’ in length,
includes skiffs

Seasons:
0 Chinook Salmon

o Coho Salmon
o Pink Salmon

Low volume — high quality
fresh/frozen market for fine
restaurants and public markets

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute




Crabber

Crew Size: 2t0 8

Vessel Size: Variety inside waters
o Bering Sea & Gulf are 100" + in length

Seasons:
o Dungeness Crab

o King Crab
o Tanner Crab

For canned, fresh, and frozen markets

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute




Set Net

Crew Size:3to 4

Vessel Size: Small skiffs

Seasons:
o Salmon

Run net off of the beach then either pick
salmon from the net or haul into the beach.

Fish are delivered to a tender.

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute



Dive Fisheries

A dive fishery is where a skilled diver, using SCUBA or surface
supplied air, harvests marine life from the seabed.

Tools like small rakes or hoes may be used to scrape the target
species from rocks and the ocean floor.

Southeast Alaskan dive fisheries harvest geoduck clams,
California sea cucumbers, and red sea urchins.

o There is a pinto abalone dive fishery in Southeast. However, it is
closed to commercial harvest.

Westward Region dive fisheries in Kodiak and Chignik harvest
California sea cucumbers and small green urchins.

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute




How to
administer CPR

First aid skills are
valuable!

Where the USCG
approved survival

suits are stored
Make sure you

know:
Where the life
rings are stored

How to board the
life raft

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute



Each vessel should have a
USCG inspection report
available for you to examine

Check the
Vessel Contact the Coast Guard
Reputation regarding citations

Speak with the crew and
others




Seafood Career Specialists are here to
help!

Learn more at:

Seafood Yellow Card

jobs.alaska.gov/seafood

Orientation Issuance

Contact the Seafood Employment Office
By Phone:
»(907) 269-4746
»(907) 269-4520

Resume Alaskalobs
Assistance Assistance

By Email: dol.seafood @alaska.gov

Free Internet
and Computer
Usage

Recruitments
and Job Fairs



https://jobs.alaska.gov/seafood/
mailto:dol.seafood@alaska.gov
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