
Careers in Alaska’s Seafood Industry
Career Stream 2

Production Careers 
At-Sea Processing

S E A F O O D  E M P L O Y M E N T  U N I T

E M P L O Y M E N T  &  T R A I N I N G  T E C H N I C A L  U N I T

A L A S K A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A B O R  &  W O R K F O R C E  D E V E L O P M E N T

A N  E Q U A L  O P P O R T U N I T Y  A G E N C Y .  A U X I L I A R Y  A I D S  A N D  S E R V I C E S  A R E  A V A I L A B L E  U P O N  R E Q U E S T  T O  I N D I V I D U A L S  W I T H  D I S A B I L I T I E S .



Seafood Processing Careers At-Sea

At-Sea Processing 
Operations

“Head and Gut” 
fresh frozen 

operations at-sea

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute



What’s in it for 
me?

Learn new skills

Travel

Earn and save money

• Be paid a percentage of the catch

Great food

Room, board, and transportation may be paid if contract is completed

Opportunities to advance in the company

Physical work

Work with people from all over the world



Valuable Skills for an 
At-Sea Processor

oTeam player

oWorks well with people of all 
cultures

oNot prone to seasickness

oHealthy and physically fit

oEnjoy seeing the results of their 
work

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute



Processing At-
Sea Precautions

oGet a written contract
o These will generally be for 3 to 4 months

oMake sure the company has a good reputation

oPrepare for homesickness

oBe prepared to complete your work contract

oBe medically healthy
o Pass the pre-hire physical and drug screen

oBe prepared to work long hours in a cold, wet environment

oBe able to lift 50 pounds

oBe able and willing to be in a zero-tolerance work 
environment

oRemember → no fish = no work and no work = no pay



Factory Vessel 
Organization

Bridge 
Department 

Captain

Engineering 
Department Chief 

Engineer

Refrigeration 
Engineer

Factory 
Department 

Factory Manager

Gally Department 
Chief Steward

Illustration courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute



Factory Vessel 
Organization - Bridge

Bridge Department 
Captain

Fishmaster/Fishmate

Deck Bosun

Deckhands

Purser



Factory Vessel Organization - Engineering

Captain
Engineering 
Department 

Chief Engineer

Assistant 
Engineers

Oiler

Refrigeration 
Engineer

Electrician



Factory Vessel Organization - Galley

Captain
Galley 

Department 
Chief Steward

Cook Galley Assistant

Housekeeper

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute



Factory Vessel Organization - Factory
Captain

Factory 
Department 

Factory Manager

Baader 
Technicians

Factory 
Technicians

Assistant Factory 
Technician

Surimi Staff
Fishmeal 

Technicians

Factory 
Forepersons

Processing Staff
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Production

Production 
Line

Egg/Roe 
Processing

Freezer/Cold 
Storage

Surimi 
Production

Quality 
Control

Sanitation

Offloading
Lead or 

Supervisor
Safety 

Manager

Photos courtesy of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute



Educational Opportunities
oSeafood Processing Classes and Workshops through Alaska Seafood School
o They offer a variety of trainings from beginner to advanced level. 

o See their website at alaskaseagrant.org/our-work/seafood-processing

oMaritime Education and Training through AVTEC
o See their website at avtec.edu/maritime/

oLearning through the University of Alaska
o A variety of trainings, workshops, certificate programs, and degree programs are offered through the 

University of Alaska.



Seafood Career Specialists are here to 
help!
Learn more at:

jobs.alaska.gov/seafood

 Contact the Seafood Employment Office

 By Phone:

➢(907) 269-4746

➢(907) 269-4520

 By Email: dol.seafood@alaska.gov

Seafood Orientation

Yellow Card Issuance

Resume Assistance

AlaskaJobs Assistance

Free Internet and Computer Usage

Recruitments and Job Fairs

https://jobs.alaska.gov/seafood/
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